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FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 
LONDON. W.l. 

30 AurpiGt 19c0 


STAT 

, Chief 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service 
2^30 3. Street N. VJ. 

Washingt.on 25 > D. C. 


Dear Roger: 


Subject: Talks with BBC 


John Campbe.ll and I bad an informal and unsclieduled i^alh in 
my office in which ve discussed basic principles of coverage 0.1 
the two monitoring services. I made it plain that what I had to 
say represented my owi ideas on coverage, although I thought that 
in rao.st cases what I had to say represented Washington th;inkln<^. 

I pointed out that the BBC was covering fewer programs than 
it had been in 195^> whereas FBI3 had considerably expanded, its 
coverage. This trend, I said, meant that FBIG was not only cover- 
ing a substantial number of programs from its o\m natural au'eas 
of coverage but in addition was assujning neaivly two-thirds of the 
expansion of Moscow foreign -language programs in BBC area of 
coverage . 


I said I did not see hov7 FBIS cou.ld do its job vnthout a. 
massive sample ranging between 75 and 100 percent of Moscow 
foreign-language programs, althoufjh the BBC had continued to curt 
the percenoage of this material which it covered. I added, that 
I thought the BBC and J’BIo should have an understanding that both 
services wou.ld assume responsibility for certain areas of cover- 
age . 


i John replied that the ci.its ma.de in 1954 were with the agree- 

' ^ ment of FBIS and that a f urther cut in Moscow Spanish iras made in 

( 1 P 'f ^ agreement with you. Other hew Moscow programs were covered if 

. ' their coverage tos considered essential, he added. He said he 

'' be.lieved the BBC was already covering more Moscow foreign-langiaage 

material than was warranted by its value to the Monitoring Service, 
hut that the BBC was glad to cover some extra material dor FBIS. 
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John set ^0 percent as the amoimt of Moscow foreif^ji-langna;^e 
material as the proper level for coverage and held that represent- 
ative rather than saturation coverage was a sign of wise monitoring. 
He said that the BBC did not have money to do more monitoring and 
that he had been forced to say no to many people who asked for 
material beyond the resources of the Monitoring Service, and that 
those who received negative replies to their requests inclxided 
the Foreign Office. Finally, he said that he felt you understood 
his position on the question of coverage. 

I repeated that one monitoring service or the other v/ould 
have to talce over essential coverage and that I felt there should 
be an understanding between FBIS and the BBC that the essential 
coverage should be taken by the monitoring service in whose cover- 
age areas the vital new programs were broadcast. If the monitor- 
ing service did not have enough resources, they would have to get 
them, I added, and perhaps the BBC might be assisted in this 
endeavor by another high-level letter on the requirements of FBIo. 




John replied that he hoped there would be no high-level 
letter until after there had been another coordination-meeting. 
Our talk, which \ra,s quite friendly, ended with this. 


o\7n personal view is that John does not believe in exhau- 
stive Moscow foreign-language coverage and is prepared to trim 
other coverage almost out of existence to save money and to free 
monitors to listen to programs which are of special British interesi, . 
He is not willing to go to his masters and say he would like to 
get more mney to do monitoring of interest only to Americans, 
particilLarly since his own boss. Sir Beresford Clark, through whom 
he would have to make the approach thinks the Monitoring Service 
already has a bigger share of the External Services money pie 
than it should. 


It seems that FBIS is expanding its coverage in Latin America 
and the Far East with some difficulty, while at the same time it 
must use its domestic personnel at Hedgeneck to monitor such 
programs as Moscow Spanish to L.A. which the BBC has cut from its 
coverage schedule. The basic trend can be seen in the attached 
chart which shows that while FBIS has increased its voice coverage 
22 percent since 195^1-, the BBC has decreased theirs 13 percent. 

The reduction of coverage during years whan there has been a 
considerable expansion of broadcasting seems almost unbelievable. 
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In one veek I vill be sending you a background paper giving 
you a complete picture of the exact state of BBC coverage. " 

At this point I believe that the BBC must be asked by you 
to take over all Moscow foreign-language broadcasts in its krea 
together with more coverage in other specified areas within one 
year. Only with such a formidable but completely reasonable 
request will FBIS receive a firm answer which could form the 
basis of a high-level appeal. As it is, John thinl^s that FBIS 
has taken over about l3 hours of BBC Moscow foreign-language 
that this represents a permanent transfer agreed upon by 
j?BIS. As he sees it FBIS and the BBC between them are now cover- 
ing at least the minimum percentage of Moscow foreign -language^ 
programs and no iurther action in connection with naragraph five 
_of the last coordination-meeting minutes will be reouired fr^m 
him.' 

With my background study of coverage I will enclose a draft 
of uhe ty^pe of letter I think John should receive from you on 
coverage. W ith out a direct question as to whether the BBC vill 
undertalce specific coverage by a given date. I fear to shall 
never hear more about the question put to the BBC in the cooi'din- 
at ion-meeting minutes. 


Sincerely, 


Chief , London Bureau 


STAT 
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^ Includes an estimated 12 hours of Soviet Regionals. 

# This figure includes 34 hours of Soviet Regionals, 
but does not include 7 hours of irregular coverage. 


Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 0005001 6-2 




80 Augnat 19^50 


•Mor Mttt 

Urnm fnr wmae Mi* «f 5 Attfluvl m «te tawiiiii of Nbmov 
T i pup wtornmu At «tnHi Bmn Mvt Ask it inmIA 
A swiAsr A ttfla tovtsiit of tite tIiMt Wmm flfinww pngmm 
■Mtiii i i i il iM ywm aolt m 6 •tvMttv, if ttek muU %t attif 
ft wta g y ¥lA you* 

X enrtsinlj agitt ttet tbest aattzvtiona ahaaM te of a 
trial wtart «A X tugistt that va dlaauea tha serv^lea fron 
XrMkfnrt to tha nc after tha oavmnm Aaasaa hava haaa la 
affaet for a fav amtha. 

Aa Tan kaev, ftXS aatarally ooaaltera that tha teat j^Looo 
fpoai iftJLeh to oortr lioacov foralga Xaacuasa ja\>graDis at 

Oavarabaa la hart# aaA it muat caaaliSor this transfer as a taay* 
OMQT aspadloiit to provide aaaaatlal covaxaaa pcmding a final 
raaalotiaa of tha qiiaat^xi* 

OMld you giva aa a ri ng If tha 6 Sa ptetahar data is all 
ri|8itk so that X can aeasaga | _ j and give him a flair 

days aotloa. Xf the date la not satiafaetory, could you suggast 
aaa amtahla to you* 



\ 

t 

1 


Approved For Release 2009/07/09 : CIA-RDP80-00765A0001 00050016-2 


STAT 



